Explosive ordnance disposal training session, conducted by
U.S. Army personnel,

stances, present a possible threat to operations, installa-
tions, or materiel.

These operations are carried out in accordance with
the Posse Gomitatus Act (18 U.S.C. 1385). In other
words, Army personnel will not participate in bomb search
operations, investigations, or in any way assist in the en-
forcement of criminal or civil law. Assistance by Army
explosive ordnance disposal personnel is exclusively tech-
nical and in the interest of public safety.

In genera], the Army explosive ordnance disposal pro-
gram is charged with the mission area of all land masses
above the high water line excluding Air Force, Navy, and
Marine Corps installations, but including areas under con-
trol of U.S. and local civil authorities when requested.
This responsibility includes, in addition to conventional
and improvised explosive ordnance, chemical, biological,
and nuclear munitions.

The Army provides:

G Explosive ordnance disposal support to the United
States Secret Service for Presidential and very im-
portant person protection;

rj Explosive ordnance disposal support and explosive
ordnance reconnaissance training to civil defense
agencies, law enforcement agencies, and fire
departments;

O Explosive ordnance disposal assistance upon request
of Federal or civil authorities if it is in the interest of
public safety or community relations; and

Q Assistance to public safety and law enforcement agen-
cies in developing a capability to deal with improvised
explosive devices.

Background

Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) units trace their
beginnings to the bomb disposal squads organized during
World War II. Their initial mission was to render safe
and to dispose of dud and long-delay fused bombs at
home and in combat theaters.

Since their inception, the responsibilities of the explo-
sive ordnance disposal teams have multiplied. Their ex-
pertise extends to all types of standard, nonstandard, and
improvised explosive devices.

The Army's explosive ordnance disposal service sup-
port missions to the United States Secret Service for the
protection of the President and Vice President began with
the 67th Ordnance Detachment (Explosive Ordnance
Disposal), Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.G., on
March 25, 1958. It was formalized in Army regulations
in the early 19GG's and the Army was designated as
Department of Defense primary point of contact for the
Secret Service for all explosive ordnance disposal support
for Presidential protection. Public Law 90-331 extended
the mission to include all Secret Service protection mission
requirements.

Bomb Data Center. In July 1970, the National Bomb
Data Center was established under contract to the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA)} De-
partment of Justice, Reports received by the Center indi-
cated that 1,842 improvised explosive devices were
employed in the United States during the period July 1,
1970, to May 31, 1971, injuring 155 persons, killing 15,
and causing more than $9 million in damage, Most of
these devices were of commercial origin. Military ex-
plosives and incendiaries were identified as involved in
only 84 devices, less than 5 percent,

In executing the mission to assist Federal and civil
agencies, explosive ordnance disposal teams during FY
1971:

Q Responded to 4,811 bomb incidents not on Depart-
ment of Defense installations;

[D Received 1,189 requests for bomb scare assistance of
which 350 involved homemade bombs;

Q Presented 453 bomb scare management classes to
several thousand participants; and

O Conducted the Explosive and Sabotage Device Course,
a 4-hour course on improvised explosive devices,
recognition, evacuation, and other preliminary non-
technical actions, for additional thousands of public
safety officials and civilians.

Civilian training. Under a Department of Justice con-
tract, the Army undertook the training of civilian public
safety personnel as improvised explosive device disposal
technicians on January 18, 1971, at Redstone Arsenal,
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